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Georgetown Presbyterian Church 

“Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, for your salvation is at 
hand.” Luke 21:28 
 

“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light… For to us a child is born, to us a Son is 
given…”  Isaiah 9:2, 6 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

By the time December rolls around, we will already have passed the First Sunday of Advent. My, how 
time has flown by this fall. We have just wrapped up a stewardship campaign in which you, the 
congregation, have provided significant input that the Session will use to refine our priorities for 
ministry in the next two or three years. And though our stewardship emphasis is now behind us, the 
truth is stewardship is an ongoing challenge for each of us to be faithful with the gifts God has given to 
us. In that regard, stewardship is never behind us. 
 

But it is time to refocus ourselves, for the season of Advent and Christmas is upon us. There is an 
ironic tension in the observance of Advent. On the one hand, we recount the biblical stories of the birth 
of Jesus, remembering that in Jesus God broke into the world as Savior and Lord. On the other hand, 
Advent is the time for us to prepare for the One who is coming to us as judge and redeemer; it is a 
season during which we anticipate the second coming of Christ, the coming of peace and justice of the 
Lord. It is the paradoxical confession of our faith that declares simultaneously, “Christ has come!” and 
“Christ will come!” 
 

Advent should be a time of reflection. It should be a time during which we pause to reflect on God’s 
promises, and how we can live in the light of those promises. On Sundays I will focus on the Advent 
emphasis of light that shines in the darkness, using the candles on the Advent wreath as our starting 
point. In addition, on Wednesday, December 2, our BRIDGES activity after dinner will be the putting 
together of Advent wreathes to use in our homes; I hope you will participate in this activity. One more 
thing: Advent devotion booklets have been placed in the pews and in the narthex of the sanctuary; 
please take these booklets home with you (one per family, please) and use them to help you focus on 
the hope, love, joy and peace we celebrate with the inauguration of Christ’s rule in our lives. 
 

May we live in the light of hope as we await the coming of the Lord! 
 

Faithfully yours, 
 

Steve Wilkins 
 
 

 

 
 
 

                              

 
EMAIL ADDRESSES – IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE ON THE PRAYER CHAIN - TO  
KEEP UP WITH PRAYER REQUESTS AND CHURCH EVENTS, PLE ASE SEND YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS TO gloriaballou@sc.rr.com  
 
 

 
PASTORAL VISITATION LUNCH 

Tuesday, December 8, 12:00 
Fellowship Hall 

 
SOCIAL LUNCH 

Tuesday, December 15, 12:00 
Fellowship Hall 



 

Village News! 
Where do I start? This has been such a busy fall that it has been hard to keep up with everything. 
 

Back in October we had our Summerville Open House. I know that Jill and Marie had a signup sheet on the 
Perennials Board and for those of you who didn't come, you missed a great day.  Those who came, for a first 
time visit, were quite surprised at what we have down here. I was speaking with a respite care resident just last 
evening (11/11) and she was most positive about our Presbyterian Communities. She said that she had looked at 
places in California, Delaware, New Jersey, New York and North Carolina and nothing she had seen compared 
with our Summerville Village. I have the impression that she might be thinking about moving here permanently. 
Our reputation for being friendly has traveled far and wide. 
 

We have been celebrating Veterans Day all this week, from Monday the 9th through Friday the 13th. A 
Christmas Card signing for our service men has been going on and we have quite a stack that will be mailed. As 
we walk by D Hall lounge we stop and write a note to our men and women in the armed forces. There also have 
been various activities, patriotic song fests, a program on the history of Arlington National Cemetery, and a 
piano concert of American Music by Jim Moore, Music Director at Summerville Presbyterian Church. The 
highlight of the week was Veterans Day itself. There are 47 veterans living here. The following were guests for 
our celebration; Colleton Co. VFW Honor Guard, American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Summerville 
High School NJROTC Color Guard. Mayor Berlin Myers, Jenny Horne (SC House Member) and Lt. General 
(Ret) Colby Broadwater, III speaker for the ceremonies. Despite the weather we were able to have a parade and 
program followed by an American Dinner for all residents and guests. There was standing room only in the 
dining room. It was a great day and a truly American Celebration. 
 

Now our thoughts will turn to Thanksgiving and then the Season of Advent. Our choir is already working on 
Lessons and Carols. Plans are in progress for the lighting of the Village and new decorations have been 
purchased. Since this will be in the December Columns this is the last you will hear from us in 2009. All of us 
send you Christmas greetings and best wishes for a Happy New Year. Our hope and prayers are for Peace in the 
World. May God Bless Everyone. 
 

Judy Williams, Sara Milloway, Donna & Bob Glisson, Pat Erickson, Virginia Whitener & Lee Powers. 
 

Financial News 
As we near the end of the year, many of us call the church to inquire “Where do I stand on my pledge?” Of 
course, we cannot answer that question since we no longer open your pledge and post it to our ledger. We can, 
however, furnish you with the details of your giving, and we are glad to do so. 
This year, as an experiment, we are going to send each family a preliminary statement in early December, listing 
your giving record for the year through the last Sunday in November. We hope you will find this helpful as you 
review your giving for the year and plan how you want to finish out the year. We also hope you will look upon it 
as an opportunity to correct any errors we might have made in posting credits to your record. If you should find 
error, or if you have any question about your statement, please call Fritz Vinson in the church finance office, 
546-5826, extension 114. 
 

Please know that your gifts to this church, regardless of the amount, are a blessing to God’s ministries in this 
place and throughout the world. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL IS FOR ADULTS 

 

We have great Sunday School classes for adults that provide: 
 

 Learning experiences that foster personal and spiritual growth. 
  CCE Class – Currently studying Psalm 23 
  Koinonia Class – Studying Biblical Characters 
  Leila Ford Class – Bible study using the Presbyterian Uniform Lessons 

            Fellowship Class – Bible study using the Presbyterian Uniform Lessons 
            Young Adults Class – Currently studying Paul’s teachings in Faith and Culture 
 

Fellowship and support for Christian living. 

 
 

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU – SUNDAY 10:00 AM 



High School and Middle School Youth Programs! 
 

CAN YOU HELP US OUT? 
As anyone can tell you, when church people gather, food is probably involved.  Well, this is true of our 
youth ministry as well.  Every Sunday night, the senior high youth gather for a meal at 5:30 before 
their program begins.  Typically these meals are provided by the parents of our youth.  However, we 
want all to have an “opportunity” to feed our youth and get to know them better.  If you are interested 
in providing a meal for our Sunday night program, please contact Bruce Carl or Ginger McNeill.  
Menus range from chili dogs and chips to frozen lasagna and salad . . . whatever you can fix we can 
promise it will be eaten. 

 

YOUTH IN MISSION! 
  This fall our youth have had several mission projects. Starting in October, our youth visited the 
Morningside residents with a fun and energetic game of Bingo.  Several of the residents said that they 
want us to come every month not only because they enjoyed us so much, but we have much better 
prizes!  November projects were to paint the arts and crafts room for the Hispanic ministry in our 
outreach building and host a bingo game for our congregation where we gathered two full boxes of 
food for Helping Hands to use in their Thanksgiving gift boxes.  This month, our youth will be 
shopping for the angel tree and making some families’ Christmas wishes come true. 

 

WELCOME HOME COLLEGE STUDENTS!!! 
Sunday, December 20th from 6:00 – 7:30 Bruce and the advisors along with some Senior High Youth 
will welcome all of our college students home with some Apple Cider and Awesome sweet treats!!!  
This will be a time for us to catch up with each other, share memories, and learn the latest scoop.  
Come join us in the GPC Youth Lounge and catch up with your youth group friends.  Spread the 
word!!!! And we will see you there. 

 

December Youth Events: 
Middle School Wednesdays 5:30 – 7:00  Open Gym 7:00 – 8:00 
December – 2nd  = 5:30 dinner 6:00 Advent Crafts 6:45 devotions 7:00 – 8:00 open gym 
December – 9th  = NO YOUTH   (Tara Hall party) 
December – 13th  =5:30 dinner 6:00 Caroling and Christmas party in Youth Lounge  
                                       (youth bring tricky Santa gift $5 or less) 
Senior Highs Sundays 5:30 – 7:00  Open Gym 7:00 – 8:00 
December – 6  = Shopping for Angel Tree (Bring $5) 
December – 13 = 5:30 PM Christmas Party Home of James and Brooke English   
                                       (look in bulletin and on web site www.gtpres.org for directions.) 

 
Relay for Life 

 

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life, which will be held in Georgetown May 14, 2010, is a 
life-changing event that gives everyone in communities across the globe a chance to celebrate the lives 
of people who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and fight back against the disease. At 
Relay, teams of people camp out at a local high school, park, or fairground and take turns walking or 
running around a track or path. Each team is asked to have a representative on the track at all times 
during the event. Because cancer never sleeps, Relays are overnight events up to 24 hours in length.  
Although every Relay for Life is different, there are certain traditions at all Relays, no matter where 
they are held. These traditions help participants celebrate, remember, and fight back.  If you would like 
to become a part of the Team at GPC contact Evie Gibson at belleislebelle@sccc.tv or call 527-7957.   

 



Hispanic Outreach says “Salud!” 
·  ¡salud!   1. cheers!  2. god bless you!  3. good health! 

Be it physical, mental, or spiritual, The Hispanic Outreach program is bringing opportunities for 
growth  to our Latin community. With the help of the new Assistant Director, Catt Buko, Yorky 
Burnas-Arnold is reinventing and reinvigorating the program. With a fresh coat of paint, the 
reorganization of learning materials, and a more aggressive approach to fund-raising the Hispanic 
Outreach program has seen, and will continue to see, more success in the months to come. 

·  On November 14th the Hispanic Outreach program teamed up with The Rape Crisis center to 
host a health fair geared to the Latin Community. Held in the gym at the GPC we had 
representatives from many different organizations for health. St. James Santee Family Health 
Center, Coastal Samaritan Counseling Center, as well as city services such as the Fire and 
Police Departments were some of many that came out to support health and learning. Many of 
the organizations were able to supply material in Spanish as well as activities for the children. 
With over 200 participants in attendance the fair was considered a big success. The Hispanic 
Outreach Program hopes to repeat this success annually and is expecting that it will grow 
bigger and bigger each year.  To view pictures of the event, check out our website: 
www.gtpres.org/HispanicHealth Fair.cfm. 

·  As the program begins to expand, the need for donations and volunteers rises. Twice a week 
the program caters to over 40 adolescents after school. We tutor and support the Hispanic 
children who, due to non-native parents, are unable to receive help at home. Yorky also holds 
classes throughout the week for those in the medical field to learn Spanish and for Hispanic 
adults to learn English. We hope to add more services as we expand. Translating informational 
materials into Spanish for organizations who wish to speak to the whole community is one 
service we will be adding as we gain more support.  

·  The Hispanic Outreach program will be holding its annual Christmas party on December 
13th from 4-7pm in the Fellowship hall. We invite everyone to come and enjoy the festivities 
that our families look forward to every year. We are all very grateful for what you have given 
in the past and would like to thank you all in advance for all you will do this year. To lend a 
hand please visit our Little Angels’ Tree in the connector to sponsor a child.  

For those of you who would like to volunteer to tutor or donate learning materials please contact 
Yorky Burnas-Arnold through the GPC at 546-5826. Thank You! 
\ 

Christmas Poinsettias 
                                                                             \ 

                                          The Flower Committee will be decorating the sanctuary and church for   
                                          the Christmas Holidays.  The congregation is invited to purchase a  
                                          Poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one.  Please fill out this form  
                                          and return to the church office, with payment, by December 16, 2009 to  
                                          be included in the Christmas Eve service bulletins.  The cost is $12.50  
                                          per request.  Make checks payable to Georgetown Presbyterian Church. 
 

Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of __________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of ____________________________________________________ 
 
Amount paid ___________________________________________________ 
 
 



Perennial News 
From the Fun Loving Mature Group! 

 

 

No Perennial Board meeting in December -  
 

Come to the Pastoral Lunch at 12:00 noon December 8  
in the Fellowship Hall for a Christmas Feast! 

 

Come to the Social Lunch at 12:00 noon December 15 in the Fellowship Hall! 
 

Nineteen people enjoyed the day trip to Fowlers Dining Room. 
The four-course meal was a culinary delight. 

 

Mepkin Abbey Crèche Festival 
Nineteen individuals have signed up for the special exhibit of Nativity Sets from around the World. 
 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 
Time 10:30 am 
Cost:  Donations are encouraged to help build and cover cost of exhibit. 

 

The Church Van and a car will leave the church parking lot promptly at 8:30 am. 
 

The gift shop has many Nativity Sets from around the world available for purchase, as well as other 
distinctive products for your Christmas shopping. 
 

We are planning to have Lunch at Gilligan’s at The Dock in Moncks Corner.  Individuals will be 
responsible for their own lunch costs. 
 

Call Jill De Marchi at 843-545-8896 for information or if you wish to have your name on a waiting list. 
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Twenty-one people have signed up for The Palace Theater show staring the Twelve Irish Tenors, a 
Live Nativity Scene, Community Choirs, Santa and much more! 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 
Time 10:00 am 
Cost:  $21.00 per person.  No Refunds. 

 

The Church Van will leave the church parking lot promptly at 8:00 am. 
 

We are planning to stop for lunch. Individuals will be responsible for their own lunch costs. 
 

Call Jill De Marchi at 843-545-8896 for information or if you wish to have your name on a waiting list. 
 

In January Chef Al will cook a “SOUPER” Dinner .  This annual January event will offer chili and 
soup, bread, salad and dessert for $5.00 per person, payable at the door.  We will play Bingo; so 
remember to bring your favorite “White Elephant”  so others may enjoy your treasure!  Please gift-
wrap your White Elephant bingo prize.  Please do not bring books, as we will have a book exchange at 
the March Dinner. 
 Date:  Thursday, January 14 
 Time:  5:30 pm 
 Place:  Fellowship Hall 
The sign up sheet will be posted on the Perennial Bulletin Board in December. 
 

Call Jill De Marchi (545-8896) if you have questions.   
 

May the message of Christmas bless you with God’s hope and peace! 
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INEZ STRAIT CIRCLE 
Will meet Monday, December 14, 11:30AM (note change of plans!) in the back parking lot by 
the Fellowship Hall to carpool to Joanne Duvall’s house for the Christmas luncheon. 
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Did You Know That GPC Has A Seminary Scholarship Fund? 

 

It's true. We have a fund established to help support members of this church (or children of church members) in 
their pursuit of seminary education. The last time this fund was used to help a seminary student was 2006-2007, 
when the church awarded a gift to Caroline Dennis, daughter of Fritz and Luan Vinson. Caroline has since 
graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary, and she is near the end of her first year as Associate Pastor for 
Children and their Families at Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.  
 

Did you also know that we currently have two church members enrolled in seminary programs? It's true. Anna 
White has completed one semester of a commuter extension program at Union Theological Seminary – PSCE, 
Charlotte Campus; she is working toward her M.Div., with the hope of one day becoming an ordained minister. 
Thom Martin, our Music Director, is enrolled in a specialized program at the Robert E. Webber Institute for 
Worship Studies in Jacksonville, Florida. Twice a year, Thom will attend intensive classes for one week at a 
time, working toward a Master in Worship Studies. Thom will attend for the first time in January, 2010. 
 

The Seminary Scholarship Fund grows only through gifts made to the fund. If you desire to support current or 
future seminarians, you may make a gift to the church, and mark it “Seminary Scholarship Fund.”  



Children’s Ministry 
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Did you know… 
 

That over 300 people attended our “Trunk or Treat” Fall Festival in October? 
 
That over 100 families attended an Hispanic Health Fair co-sponsored by the Rape Crisis Center and 
the Hispanic Ministry? 
 
That pictures of both of these events can be found on the church website, www.gtpres.org ?  
 
Check out the Children’s Ministry page and the Hispanic Ministry page of our website! 
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“Then the Lord said... ‘I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 
gather enough for that day.’ ...The people of Israel called the bread manna.” Numbers 16:4, 31 
 

“One does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”Deuteronomy 8:3 
 

Won’t you take time to each day to let God speak to you through His Word? Listed below is a series of daily 
readings from the Bible. You are encouraged to spend a few minutes in the morning to let the scriptures soak 
into your heart. You may choose to begin each day by reading the psalm of the week. There is a single text listed 
for each weekday and Saturday; the Sunday texts are the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lectionary 
selections that are incorporated into our worship services (Note: during the time between Easter and Pentecost, 
the Old Testament lesson is replaced by a reading from Acts). One suggestion for daily reading would be to 
engage with the text through a process known as “Lectio Divina” (a Latin term that simply means “Divine 
Reading”).  
 

Preparing the Way – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 138 
 
Monday, November 30 Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 
Tuesday, December 1 Matthew 4:1-6, 28:18-20 
Wednesday, December 2 Matthew 3:1-12 
Thursday, December 3 Isaiah 62 
Friday, December 4 John 1:6-34 
Saturday, December 5 Mark 1:1-8 
Sunday, December 6 Malachi 3:1-4 
 Philippians 1:3-11 
 Luke 3:1-6 
 
The Coming of Christ – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 85 
 
Monday, December 7 Mark 13:1-13, 24-37 
Tuesday, December 8 Luke 21:25-36 
Wednesday, December 9 Revelation 1:1-8 
Thursday, December 10 Ezekiel 34:1-10 
Friday, December 11 Luke 12:35-48 
Saturday, December 12 Acts 1:1-11 
Sunday, December 13 Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 Philippians 4:4-9 
 Luke 3:7-18 
 
God Is With Us – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 77 
 
Monday, December 14 Isaiah 7:10-17 
Tuesday, December 15 Matthew 1:18-25 
Wednesday, December 16 Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31 
Thursday, December 17 Ezekiel 34:11-16 
Friday, December 18 Isaiah 9:1-7 
Saturday, December 19 Matthew 28:18-20 
Sunday, December 20 Micah 5:2-5a 
 Hebrews 10:5-10 
 Luke 1:39-55 
 

All Things New 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 65 
 
Monday, December 21 Isaiah 43:1-13 
Tuesday, December 22 Galatians 3:23-4:7 
Wednesday, December 23 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Thursday, December 24 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
Friday, December 25 Luke 2:1-20 
Saturday, December 26 John 3:1-8 
Sunday, December 27 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 Colossians 3:12-17 
 Luke 2:41-52 
 
Chosen to Be God's Children 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 146 
 
Monday, December 28 John 15:12-17 
Tuesday, December 29 2 Peter 1:3-11 
Wednesday, December 30 Isaiah 55:1-5 
Thursday, December 31 Ezekiel 34:25-31 
Friday, January 1 Romans 8 
Saturday, January 2 1 Peter 2:1-10 
Sunday, January 3 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
 
The Son of God 
Psalm of the Week Psalm 93 
 
Monday, January 4 Mark 1:21-28 
Tuesday, January 5 John 1:35-42 
Wednesday, January 6 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 
Note: Scripture readings and weekly are taken 
from Norman Shawchuck and Rueben Job, A 
Guide to Prayer (Nashville: Upper Room Books, 
1983).   
beginning November 23 are from the same 
authors, A Guide to Prayer, 1983. 

 



FAMILY GAME NIGHT 
Saturday, December 12, 6:30PM, Fellowship Hall 

Join family and friends for a night of fun (games), pizza, and fellowship! 
Birthdays in December (known) 

12/01 Thomas Green 
12/02 Jimmy Morris,III, Christina Wilcox 
12/03 Katherine Morris 
12/05 Sally Gillespie, Sandra Booth, 
 Marie Shank 
12/06 Davis Jayroe, Riley Jordan 
12/07 Joni Howell 
12/08 Sandy Ragin, Robin Brown,  
 Molly McNeil 
12/09 Madeline Young 
12/10 Liz Brachna 
12/12 Robert O’Donnell 
12/16 Joel Tamsberg 
12/20 Susan Cyr 

12/21 Jay Taylor 
12/23 Susan Goodman, Elizabeth Assey 
12/24 Hollace Tuttle, Evie Gibson, 
 Katie Glenn 
12/25 Jimmy Hills Jr. 
12/26 Norman Assey, Brian Clark, 
 Ian Dillinger 
12/28 Edwin Jayroe 
12/30 Rand Bailey, Jean Bailey, 
 Eddie Meador 
12/31 David English, Kenny Mitchum, 
 Lance Duvall 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast meet Wednesday mornings at 7:15AM in the Fellowship Hall 
8:45 Worship Service Ushers 

Larry and Libby Michau 
 

11:00 Worship Service Ushers 
1st Sunday    2nd Sunday         3rd Sunday  4th Sunday  5th Sunday 
Kalib Moyer    Ted Quantz         Tony Shank  Hal Strange  Mary Boyd Brown 
Norman Wilcox    Dean Brown         Jeff Pelham  Dale Strange  John Goodman 
Happy Wilcox    Juanita Siau         Sandra Booth          J.L. McAlister  Marcy Carl 
Gayle McCain    Jane Terhune         Linda Puckett          Ann Martin  Robert McCarley 

 

FLOWERS   CHILDREN’S    NURSERY 
12/06 Advent    Adrianne Sanderson  Susan Assey 
12/13 Advent    Kim Jordan   Traci Green 
12/17 Advent    Liz Brachna   Michele Wood 
12/24  Advent    Brenda Martin   Cindy Williams 
12/31 TBA    Alma Power   Joy Clark   
  

GPC AEROBICS!  
5:45-6:45PM 

Come join us every Tuesday evening- mixed cardio, including kickboxing, free weights, cardio yoga, circuit, mat 
work, Pilates and more- just bring your hand weights, some water- mats are provided,  

and all your energy!  Cost of class is $2.   

Anniversary December 2009 
12/02 Mr. and Mrs. Al DeMarchi 
12/11 Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel Kouamou 
12/21 Mr. and Mrs. Bob Kilgore 
12/21 Mr. and Mrs. Don Mabe 
12/30 Mr. and Mrs. Luke McCain 

Memorials and Honorariums 
To the Memorial Garden Fund 

In Loving Memory of Bob Derrick 
By Martha B. Harper 
To the Music Fund 

In Loving Memory of Ralph Ford 
By Jody and Anne Tamsberg 

To the John Leland Scholarship Fund 
In Honor the Retirement of Dr. Lance Duvall 

By Bob and Ann Martin 

Read and download the Columns online!! 
 Did you know that pictures from many  

of our recent church activities  
can be viewed on the church website?   

Check it out  --  www.gtpres.org   
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